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Rahu is a black coloured planet, he throws a jet of
black shadow. Ketu is a brown planet, throws a brown
jet.

Svarbhanostu tathaivavasvah krsnahyastau manojavah,
Ratham tamomayam tasya ..............                    80

Atha ketu rathasyasva ......... palala dhuma samkasah   (82)

Vayupurana - ch. 52.

The sun's orb or the moon's orb observed during
an eclipse may sometimes look blackish and some times
brownish. This may be varified. When the eclipsed
part looks black, it is the eclipse caused by Rahu; when
it is brown, it is caused by Ketu. These shadows do not
affect the sun or the moon actually. Because the black
or the brown jets intercept the rays coming towards
us, it looks as though shadows have fallen on the Sun
or the Moon. Therefore it is said that Rahu or Ketu
swallows the sun or the moon. But the shadows do fall
on the earth.

Right at the moment, when the nodes are said to
be formed according to modern astronomers, the sun,
the moon and Rahu come together in about the same
longitudes of particular constellations of the Zodaic,
they don't actually obstruct each other.

Yadaika rasau yogassyat tadahurgrahanam budhah;

Adhovapyurdhvadeseva raseh samyena ya gatih
Saeva yogah sarvesam natvekatra saha sthitih,
Urdhvadho gaminam tesam kathamekatra sangamah.

(Bhugola varnanam of Sri Vadiraja svami)

(Learned people say that an eclipse takes place when
the sun, the moon and Rahu meet together in the di-
rection of a particular constellation. Either above or
below, their appearance in the compass of a particular
constellation is said to be their coming together, not
their being in a horizontal line with the same longi-
tude. How can they be in the same line when their
paths lie above or below?)